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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system to manage a supply chain, comprising: 

a purchase order management module operable on a processor to electronically 
receive purchase order information from a buyer and to store and track information 
associated with each purchase orde r, the purchase order comprising an order from a buyer 
to buv at least one of goods and services from a seller, the purchase order management 
module being managed by a third party entity other than the buyer or seller ; 

an invoice and trade document management module to electronically store, 
aggregate and manage invoices and trade document information related to each purchase 
order and required for presentment and reconciliation of each purchase order; 

a database associated with the purchase order management module to store and 
track information associated with each purchase order; and 

a payment construction module to create a payable instrument in response to 
receiving the purchase order information, wherein the payable instrument comprises an 
instrument that is payable upon fulfillment of payment conditions , the payment 
conditions being set by the buyer to be fiilfiUed prior to the payable instrument being 
payable . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the payment construction 

module sorts is adapted to sort approved purchase orders by a predefined criteria. 

5. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 1, fiirther comprising a set of rules to 
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control creation of each payable instrument. 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 5, wherein the pajmient construction 
module is adapted to supports settlement under at least one of a binary condition, a 
qualified condition and a documentary condition, wherein settlement relates to payment 
from the buyer upon fiilfiUing the payment conditions set by the buyer. 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[3]] 1, wherein the payable instrument 
comprises at least one of a documentary credit instrument and an open account payment 
instrument. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[3]] 1, wherein the payment construction 

module is adapted to transmits information to the purchase order management module to 
indicate which purchase orders are covered under a documentary credit instrument. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[3]] 1, wherein the payment construction 
module is adapt e d to sends documentary credit information to an issuer to issue a 
documentary credit. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising an agreement management 
module to warehouse, adjudicate and provide status reporting on payment conditions 
related to each purchase order. 

11. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, wherein the agreement management 
module is adapted to adjudicates payment conditions by tracking whether any payment 
conditions have been discharged. 

12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, wherein the agreement management 
module is adapted to compares seller discharge information to payment conditions to 
determine whether any the payment conditions have discharged. 
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13. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the agreement management module is 
programmable to discharge payment conditions on at least one of an exact match 
comparison or predefined variances from an exact match. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising a collaboration and workflow 
module to support and manage workflow between the other modules and between the 
buyer and a seller. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 14, further comprising a negotiation tool to enable 
the buyer and seller to negotiate and document discrepancies or disputes. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 15, wherein the negotiation tool comprises a browser 
to negotiated disputes or discrepancies interactively and on-line. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein the collaboration and workflow module 
comprises a digital rights management feature to manage rights to and ownership of 
electronic title documents. 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the invoice and trade 
document management module is adapt e d to receives invoice information from a seller. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the invoice information is receivable via 

one of a printed format, facsimile and a communication network. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 1, further comprising an image capture and key entry 
module to convert non-electronic information into a predetermined electronic format for 
receipt and use by the invoice and trade document management module. 

21. (Currently Amended) A system to manage a supply chain, comprising: 
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a purchase order management module operable on a processor to electronically 
receive purchase order information from a buyer and to store and track information 
associated with each purchase order , the purchase order comprising an order from a buyer 
to buy at least one of goods and services from a seller, the purchase order management 
module being managed by a third party entity other than the buyer or seller : 

an invoice and trade document management module to electronically store, 
aggregate and manage invoices and trade documents related to each purchase order and 
required for presentment and reconciliation of each purchase order; 

a payment construction module to create a payable instrument in response to the 
purchase order information; 

an agreement management module to warehouse, adjudicate and provide status 
reporting on payment conditions related to each purchase orde r, the payment conditions 
being set by the buyer to be fiilfilled prior to the payable instrument being payable ; and 

a collaboration and workflow module to support and manage workflow between 
the other modules and between the buyer and a seller. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, ftirther comprising a database associated with the 
purchase order management module to store and track information associated with each 
purchase order. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the payment construction 
module is adapted to sorts purchase orders by a criteria predefined by the buyer. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 21, further comprising a set of rules to control 
creation of each payable instrument. 

25. (Currently amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the payment construction 
module is adapted to supports settlement under at least one of a binary condition, a 
qualified condition and a documentary condition. 
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26. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the payable instrument comprises at least 
one of a documentary credit instrument and an open account instrument. 

27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the payment construction 
module is adapt e d to t ransmits information to the purchase order management module to 
indicate which purchase orders are covered under a documentary credit instrument. 

28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the payment construction 
module is adapted to sends documentary credit information to a service provider to issue 
a documentary credit. 

29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the agreement management 
module is adapted to adjudicates payment conditions by tracking whether any payment 
conditions have been discharged. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the agreement management 
module is adapt e d to compares seller discharge information to payment conditions to 
determine if the payment conditions have been discharged. 

3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 2 1 , wherein the agreement management module is 
programmable to discharge payment conditions on at least one of an exact match 
comparison or predefined variances from an exact match. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 21, further comprising a negotiation tool to enable 
the buyer and seller to negotiate and document discrepancies or disputes. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein the negotiation tool comprises a browser 
to negotiate disputes or discrepancies interactively and on-line. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the collaboration and workflow module 
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comprises a digital rights management feature to manage rights to and ownership of 

electronic title documents. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the invoice and trade 
document management module is adapt e d to receives invoice information from a seller. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 21, further comprising an image capture and key 
entry module to convert non-electronic information into predetermined electronic format 
for receipt and use by the invoice and trade document management module. 

37. (Currently Amended) A method to manage a supply chain, comprising: 

creating a payable instrument in an electronic format using a computer in response 
to purchase order information of a purchase order, the purchase order comprising an order 
from a buyer to buy at least one of goods and services from a seller, wherein said creating 
a payable instrument is performed by an entity other than the buyer or seller ; 

adjudicating any payment conditions , the payment conditions being set by the 
buyer to be fiilfilled prior to the payable instrument being payable : and 

settling the payable instrument in response to adjudicating any payment 
conditions. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein adjudicating any payment conditions 
comprises at least one of discharging any payment conditions, accepting any payment 
condition discrepancies or accepting any payment condition discrepancies with changes. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 37, further comprising electronically storing invoice 
and trade doctiment information related to each purchase order. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein creating a payable instrument comprises 
applying a set of predefined rules. 
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41 . (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein adjudicating any payment conditions 
comprises adjudicating any binary condition, qualified condition or documentary 
condition. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein creating a payable instrument comprises 
creating one of a documentary credit instrument and an open account instrument. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 42, further comprising sending documentary credit 
information to an issuer to issue a documentary credit. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 37, fiirther comprising reporting status on payment 
conditions related to each purchase order. 

45. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein adjudicating any payment conditions 
comprises tracking whether any payment conditions have been discharged. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 37, fiirther comprising comparing seller discharge 
information to payment conditions to determine whether any payment conditions are 

dischargable. 

47. (Original) The method of claim 46, fiirther comprising discharging any payment 
conditions on at least one of an exact match between seller discharge information and 
payment conditions or a predefined variance fi-om an exact match. 

48. (Original) The method of claim 37, further comprising negotiating any discrepancies 
or disputes. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 48, wherein negotiating any discrepancies or 
disputes comprises using a browser. 
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50. (Original) The method of claim 37, managing digital rights to and ownership of 

electronic title documents. 

5 1 . (Original) The method of claim 37, further comprising converting any non-electronic 
information into a predetermined electronic format. 

52. (Currently Amended) A method to manage a supply chain, comprising: 

receiving purchase order information of a purchase order from a buyer 
electronically using a computer, the purchase order comprising an order from a buyer to 
buy at least one of goods and services from a seller, wherein the purchase order 
information is received from an entity other than the buver or seller : 

creating an accounts payable instrument in response to receiving the purchase 
order information, wherein the accounts payable instrument is created according to rules 
or conditions established and maintained by the buyer; 

receiving an invoice or frade documents from a seller; 

adjudicating any payment conditions; 

resolving any discrepancies between a payment condition set by the buyer and 
discharge information presented by the selle r prior to the payable instrument being 
payable ; and 

settling the accotints payable instrument in response to resolving any 
discrepancies. 

53. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein adjudicating any payment conditions 

comprises at least one of discharging any payment conditions, accepting any payment 
condition discrepancies or accepting any payment condition discrepancies with changes. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 53, fiirther comprising tracking adjudication of any 
payment conditions. 

55 . (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein adjudicating any payment conditions 
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comprises adjudicating any binary condition, qualified condition or documentary 
condition. 

56. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein creating a payable instrument comprises 
creating one of a documentary credit instrument and an open account instrument. 

57. (Original) The method of claim 52, further comprising comparing seller discharge 
information to paj^ment conditions to determine whether any payment conditions are 
dischargable. 

58. (Original) The method of claim 57, fiirther comprising discharging any payment 
conditions on at least one of an exact match between seller discharge information and 

pajmient conditions or a predefined variance from an exact match. 

59. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing a method, comprising: 

creating a payable instrument in an electronic format using a computer in response 
to purchase order information of a purchase order, the purchase order comprising an order 
from a buyer to buy at least one of goods and services from a seller ; 

adjudicating any payment conditions , the payment conditions being set by the 
buyer to be fiilfilled prior to the payable instrument being payable : and 

settling the payable instrument in response to adjudicating any payment 
conditions. 

60. (Original) The computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing the method of claim 59, wherein adjudicating any payment conditions 
comprises at least one of discharging any payment conditions, accepting any payment 
condition discrepancies or accepting any payment condition discrepancies with changes. 

61 . (Original) The computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
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for performing the method of claim 59, wherein creating a payable instrument comprises 
creating one of a documentary credit instrument and an open account instrument. 

62. (Original) The computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing the method of claim 59, wherein adjudicating any payment conditions 
comprises adjudicating any binary condition, qualified condition or documentary 
condition. 

63. (Original) The computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing the method of claim 59, tracking discharge of any payment instruments. 

64. (Original) The computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 

for performing the method of claim 59, further comprising comparing seller discharge 
information to payment conditions to determine whether any payment conditions are 
dischargable. 

65. (Original) The computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing the method of claim 64, further comprising discharging any payment 
conditions on at least one of an exact match between seller discharge information and 
payment conditions or a predefined variance from an exact match. 
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